
4th Grade Strings!                                                                                   
Dear 4th Grader, 

Welcome to strings! Fourth grade is an exciting year of new 
experiences. I’d like to invite you to join a fun new activity, 
Strings Class! 

Strings (also known as orchestra) is a class that meets 2 
times each week for the whole school year. Mrs. Gervais 
will be your teacher. All the 4th graders in our class will be 
beginners-students who’ve never played a string instrument 
before. During the year we will learn step-by-step  
how to read music, set up finger patterns, and use the bow.  
By November you will be able to make music! 

  
Will playing an instrument be hard? 
We learn step-by-step. You don’t need any previous experience to be successful. This is a class for 
beginners! Playing an instrument is a fun, low-stress activity. You will succeed in Strings if you can 
follow instructions in class and a little practice at home.  
 
What kind of activities will we do? 
We will play our instruments and play note-reading games during each class. During the year we will 
get to show off on low-stress concerts! 
 
Are my hands big enough to play an instrument? 
String instruments come in different sizes, and Mrs. Gervais will measure your hands to see which size 
is best for you. You can also be measured at a local music store. If you grow a lot during the year, you 
can trade in your rental instrument for a larger one. We want you to be comfortable. 
 
When and where is strings class? 
SPE 4th Grade strings class meets on Tuesdays and Thursdays from 12:45-1:15 on the stage.  
 
How do I get an instrument? 
An Equipment form and more information about how to rent an instrument for the year will be 
provided and can also be found at your local music store. 
 
 
 



 
I already play a string instrument. Can I still be in strings? 
Sure! Just keep in mind that our class curriculum is designed for beginners, and the pace of the class 
moves at a beginning level. On some days you might be asked to do some coaching. You’re also 
welcome to wait a year and join strings in the 5th grade, when the class level is more advanced. Either 
way, we’re happy you want to make music with your friends! 
 
How do I enroll in strings? 
We do hope you’ll join us this year! To get started, fill out the Enrollment Form at the back of this 
packet and return it to the main office at your school by August 21st. Mrs. Gervais will measure 
students soon and give enrolling students a packet in information about finding an instrument. Our 
first class with instruments will be on Thursday September 3nd. 
 

I hope to see you in Strings class this year! 
Please don’t hesitate to email me if I can help your family with any questions about equipment, 
instruments or our class. I’m looking forward to meeting you! 
 

Best, 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Mrs. Taryn Gervais 
tgervais@bluevalleyk12.org 
Orchestra Teacher at Indian Valley, Heartland, 
Cottonwood Point, and Sunrise Point Elementary. 
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